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1
CIRCUIT-TERMINAL CONNECTING DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to a circuit-terminal
connecting device, and more particularly to an improvement
in a circuit-terminal connecting device used for connecting
first circuit-terminals provided on a mail circuit board with
second circuit-terminals provided on a flat circuit member,
such as a flexible printed circuit board (hereinafter, referred to
as an FPC), which is mounted on the main circuit board to be
electrically coupled with the main circuit board.

2. Description of the Prior Art Including Information Dis-
closed Under 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98

There has been proposed, for the purpose of saving a space
in an electronic apparatus, to lay a flat circuit member, such as
arelatively small-sized FPC, on top of a main circuit board on
which various electrical or electronic parts are mounted when
the flat circuit member is electrically coupled with the main
circuit board in the electronic apparatus. Such an electrical
coupling between the main circuit board and the flat circuit
member wherein the flat circuit member is laid on top of the
main circuit board is hereinafter referred to as an electrical
piled coupling.

There have been also previously proposed several means
for connecting a plurality of circuit-terminals provided on a
flat circuit member, such as an FPC, respectively with a
plurality of another circuit-terminals provided on a main cir-
cuit board in a condition wherein the main circuit board and
the flat circuit member are put in the electrical piled coupling.
With one of such means previously proposed, there has been
constituted a circuit-terminal connecting structure in which
an electrical connector having an insulated housing is
mounted on a main circuit board, a flat circuit member is
provided with a reinforced portion attached to a reinforcing
board, and the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member
attached to the reinforcing board is directly engaged with the
insulated housing of the electrical connector so that a plural-
ity of circuit-terminals provided on the reinforced portion of
the flat circuit member are connected respectively with a
plurality of circuit-terminals provided on the main circuit
board, as disclosed in, for example, the Japanese patent appli-
cation published before examination under publication num-
ber HEI 6-68940 (hereinafter, referred to as a published prior
art document 1).

In the circuit-terminal connecting structure disclosed in the
published prior art document 1, an electrical connector (a
connector (3)) having an insulated housing (an insulator (30))
provided to be fixed to a main circuit board (a printed circuit
board) is mounted on the main circuit board and a flat circuit
member (an FPC cable (1)) has a reinforced portion thereof
which is reinforced with a reinforcing board member (2). The
insulated housing (30) of the electrical connector (3) is pro-
vided with a board member holding portion on which a plu-
rality of contacts (33) are arranged and by which the rein-
forced portion of the flat circuit member (1) is held. A pair of
board member locking portions (locking members (37)) are
provided to stand respectively at a pair of end portions of the
board holding portion in a direction along which the contacts
(33) are arranged (a contact-arrangement direction) so that
the contacts (33) are arranged between the board member
locking portions (37) opposite to each other. An engaging
hole (37a) is formed on each of the board member locking
portions (37).

The reinforced portion of the flat circuit member (1) is
provided with a plurality of circuit-terminal s arranged on a
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lower surface thereof and the reinforcing board member (2)
attached to anupper surface thereof. The reinforced portion of
the flat circuit member (1) with its lower surface on which the
circuit-terminals are arranged is held, together with the rein-
forcing board member (2) attached thereto, by the board
member holding portion of the insulated housing (30) of the
electrical connector (3). The reinforcing board member (2) is
provided with a pair of projections (engaging projections (23)
formed respectively at a pair of end portions thereof in its
longitudinal direction extending to be coincide with the con-
tact-arrangement direction when the reinforcing board mem-
ber (2) is held by the board member holding portion of the
insulated housing (30).

When the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member (1)
with the reinforcing board member (2) attached to the upper
surface of the reinforced portion is held by the board member
holding portion of the insulated housing (30) of the electrical
connector (3), the contacts (33) arranged on the board mem-
ber holding portion of the insulated housing (30) and soldered
respectively to a plurality of circuit-terminal s of the main
circuit board are caused to come into resilience-contact with
the circuit-terminals arranged on the reinforced portion of the
flat circuit member (1). Further, the projections (23) formed at
the end portions of the reinforcing board member (2) attached
to the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member (1) are put
in engagement respectively with the engaging holes (37a)
formed on the board member locking portions (37) standing
respectively at the end portions of the board holding portion.
Thereby, the end portions in the longitudinal direction of the
reinforcing board member (2) are locked respectively by the
board member locking portions (37) so that it is expected that
a condition wherein the contacts (33) arranged on the board
member holding portion of the electrical connector (3) are put
in resilience-contact with the circuit-terminals arranged on
the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member (1) is stably
maintained.

When the end portions in the longitudinal direction of the
reinforcing board member (2) are locked respectively by the
board member locking portions (37) as described above inthe
circuit-terminal connecting structure disclosed in the pub-
lished prior art document 1, the reinforced portion of the flat
circuit member (1) and the reinforcing board member (2)
attached thereto are resiliently pushed up from the side of the
lower surface of the reinforced portion of the flat circuit
member (1) by the contacts (33) arranged on the board mem-
ber holding portion of the insulated housing (30) of the elec-
trical connector (3). Thereby, it is feared that the reinforced
portion of the flat circuit member (1) and the reinforcing
board member (2) attached thereto are compulsorily curved
so that a middle portion between the end portions in the
longitudinal direction of the reinforcing board member (2)
protrudes to go away from the board member holding portion
of the insulated housing (30). If the reinforced portion of the
flat circuit member (1) and the reinforcing board member (2)
attached thereto are practically subjected to a condition to be
curved as mentioned above, for example, the circuit-termi-
nals arranged on the reinforced portion of the flat circuit
member (1) are adversely affected by the curve brought about
onthe reinforced portion of the flat circuit member (1) and the
reinforcing board member (2) attached thereto.

Accordingly, there has been further previously proposed an
improved circuit-terminal connecting structure which is able
to avoid the disadvantages accompanied with the above-de-
scribed circuit-terminal connecting structure disclosed in the
published prior art document 1, as disclosed in, for example,
the Japanese patent application published before examination
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under publication number 2012-252912 (hereinafter, referred
to as a published prior art document 2).

In the circuit-terminal connecting structure disclosed in the
published prior art document 2, when a reinforced portion of
a flat circuit member (a FPC cable (301)) is held, together
with a reinforcing board member (a reinforcing board (304)),
by a board member holding portion of an insulated housing (a
housing (102)) of an electrical connector (a flat cable connec-
tor (101)) mounted on a main circuit board (a circuit board
(201)), a pair of end portions in a longitudinal direction of the
reinforcing board member (304) are locked respectively by a
pair of board member locking portions (locking portions
(103)) provided on the insulated housing (102). Under such a
condition, a plurality of contacts (contacts (105)) arranged on
the board member holding portion of the insulated housing
(102) of the electrical connector (101) along the longitudinal
direction of the reinforcing board member (304) and soldered
respectively to a plurality of circuit-terminal s of the main
circuit board (201) are caused to come into resilient-contact
with a plurality of circuit-terminals (terminals (302A))
arranged on the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member
(301). Thereby, the reinforced portion of the flat circuit mem-
ber (301) and the reinforcing board member (304) attached
thereto are resiliently pushed up from the side of a lower
surface of the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member
(301) by the contacts (105) arranged on the board member
holding portion of the insulated housing (102) under the
condition wherein the end portions in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the reinforcing board member (304) are locked respec-
tively by the board member locking portions (103) provided
on the insulated housing (102).

The reinforcing board member (304) attached to the rein-
forced portion of the flat circuit member (301) is provided, at
one of side ends each extending in a longitudinal direction of
the reinforcing board member (304), with a bent portion (an
engaging projection (304E)) spreading over the side ends.
The bent portion (304E) is operative to prevent the reinforc-
ing board member (304) from being curved in the longitudi-
nal direction of the reinforcing board member (304). As a
result, even if the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member
(301) and the reinforcing board member (304) attached
thereto are resiliently pushed up from the side of the lower
surface of the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member
(301) by the contacts (105) arranged on the board member
holding portion of the insulated housing (102) under the
condition wherein the end portions in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the reinforcing board member (304) are locked respec-
tively by the board member locking portions (103) provided
on the insulated housing (102), the reinforced portion of the
flat circuit member (301) and the reinforcing board member
(304) attached thereto are prevented, by the bent portion
(304E) provided at the side end of the reinforcing board
member (304) to spread over the same, from being caused to
curve in the longitudinal direction of the reinforcing board
member (304) so that a middle portion between the end por-
tions in the longitudinal direction of the reinforcing board
member (304) is also prevented from protruding to go away
from the board member holding portion of the insulated hous-
ing (102).

In the case of such a previously proposed circuit-terminal
connecting structure used as disclosed in the published prior
art document 2 in which the circuit-terminal s provided on the
flat circuit member are caused to come into contact respec-
tively with circuit-terminals provided on the main circuit
board under the condition wherein the main circuit board and
the flat circuit member are put in the electrical piled coupling,
it is also desired to reduce as much as practicable a thickness
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of'the electrical connector mounted on the main circuit board
and therefore it is considered to make the insulated housing of
the electrical connector relatively thin so that the electrical
connector is subjected to reduction in thickness.

When the insulated housing of the electrical connector is
made to be relatively thin so as to reduce the thickness of the
electrical connector, the stiffness of the insulated housing is
also reduced undesirably. Under a condition wherein the insu-
lated housing of the electrical connector is made to be rela-
tively thin, when the reinforcing board member attached to
the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member is provided
with the bent portion spreading over the side end extending in
the longitudinal direction of the reinforcing board member
and thereby the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member
and the reinforcing board member attached thereto are pre-
vented, by the bent portion provided at the side end of the
reinforcing board member, from being caused to curve in the
longitudinal direction of the reinforcing board member so
that the middle portion between the end portions in the lon-
gitudinal direction of the reinforcing board member is also
prevented from protruding to go away from the board member
holding portion of the insulated housing even if the reinforced
portion of the flat circuit member and the reinforcing board
member attached thereto are resiliently pushed up from the
side of the lower surface of the reinforced portion of the flat
circuit member by the contacts arranged on the board member
holding portion of the insulated housing under the condition
wherein the end portions in the longitudinal direction of the
reinforcing board member are locked respectively by the
board member locking portions provided on the insulated
housing, a resilient press-force caused to act on the reinforced
portion of the flat circuit member and the reinforcing board
member attached thereto by the contacts arranged on the
board member holding portion of the insulated housing
brings about a reactive force acting on the insulated housing.
With such a reactive force thus brought about, it is feared that
the insulated housing with its stiffness undesirably reduced is
compulsorily curved so that a middle portion between a pair
of end portions of the insulating housing opposite to each
other in a longitudinal direction of the insulating housing
along which the contacts are arranged protrudes to go away
from the flat circuit member and the reinforcing board mem-
ber attached thereto.

In the case where the insulated housing with its stiffness
undesirably reduced is compulsorily curved in such a manner
as mentioned above, an undesirable stress is inflicted on sol-
dering portions on the main circuit board at which the con-
tacts arranged on the insulated housing are soldered respec-
tively to the circuit-terminals provided on the main circuit
board and thereby it is feared that undesirable cracks are
brought about on the soldering portions.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to
provide a circuit-terminal connecting device which com-
prises an electrical connector having an insulated housing
mounted on a main circuit board on which a plurality of first
circuit-terminals are provided and a plurality of resilient con-
tacts arranged on the insulated housing and is used for causing
the resilient contacts to come into contact respectively with a
plurality of second circuit-terminals provided on a flat circuit
member, such as an FPC, so as to connect electrically the
second circuit-terminals provided on the flat circuit member
with the first circuit-terminal s provided on the main circuit
board, and which avoids the aforementioned problems and
disadvantages encountered with the prior art.
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Another object of the present invention is to provide a
circuit-terminal connecting device which comprises an elec-
trical connector having an insulated housing mounted on a
main circuit board on which a plurality of first circuit-termi-
nals are provided and a plurality of resilient contacts arranged
on the insulated housing and is used for causing the resilient
contacts to come into contact respectively with a plurality of
second circuit-terminals provided on a flat circuit member,
such as an FPC, so as to connect electrically the second
circuit-terminals provided on the flat circuit member with the
first circuit-terminals provided on the main circuit board, and
with which the insulated housing of the electrical connector
can be prevented from being caused to curve with a reactive
force brought about to act on the insulated housing by a
resilient press-force caused to act on the flat circuit member
by the resilient contacts even if the insulated housing is made
to be relatively thin so as to reduce the thickness of the
electrical connector and thereby the stiffness of the insulated
housing is also reduced undesirably.

According to the present invention, there is provided a
circuit-terminal connecting device which comprises an elec-
trical connector having an insulated housing mounted on a
main circuit board and a plurality of resilient contacts
arranged on the insulated housing, each of which has a board
connecting portion provided to be connected respectively to a
plurality of first circuit-terminals provided on the main circuit
board, and a flat circuit member having a reinforced portion
attached to one of first and second surface portions opposite to
each other of a reinforcing board member which is operative
to engage with the insulated housing of the electrical connec-
tor and provided thereon a plurality of second circuit-termi-
nals. The resilient contacts include first and second contacts
arranged one after the other, and each of the first and second
contacts has, in addition to the board connecting portion, a
fixable portion provided to be fixed to the insulated housing
and a resilient arm portion extending from the fixable portion
to get under the board member accommodating portion pro-
vided on the insulated housing. The resilient arm portion of
each of the first and second contacts is provided with a contact
point for coming into press-contact with the second circuit-
terminal provided on the reinforced portion of the flat circuit
member so as to cause the second circuit-terminals to be
electrically connected respectively with the first circuit-ter-
minals provided on the main circuit board through the first
and second contacts and a locking portion for engaging with
the other of the first and second surface portions of the rein-
forcing board member to lock the reinforcing board member.
The insulated housing of the electrical connector is provided
thereon with a board member accommodating portion for
accommodating the reinforcing board member accompanied
with the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member. A first
portion of the insulated housing to which the fixable portion
of'each of'the first contacts is fixed and a second portion of the
insulated housing to which the fixable portion of each of the
second contacts is fixed are provided to be opposite to each
other with the board member accommodating portion of the
insulated housing provided between the first and second por-
tions. The contact point provided on the resilient arm portion
extending from the fixable portion of each of the first contacts
and the locking portion provided on the resilient arm portion
extending from the fixable portion of each of the second
contacts are placed on the side of the second portion of the
insulated housing, and the contact point provided on the resil-
ient arm portion extending from the fixable portion of each of
the second contacts and the locking portion provided on the
resilient arm portion extending from the fixable portion of
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each of the first contacts are placed on the side of the first
portion of the insulated housing.

In the circuit-terminal connecting device thus constituted
in accordance with the present invention, when the reinforc-
ing board member having the first and second surfaces oppo-
site to each other, to one of which the reinforced portion of the
flat circuit member is attached, is accommodated, together
with the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member, in the
board member accommodating portion of the insulated hous-
ing of the electrical connector, each of the first contacts
arranged on the insulated housing causes the contact point
provided on the resilient arm portion thereof to come into
contact with the second circuit-terminal provided on the rein-
forced portion of the flat circuit member attached to the rein-
forcing board member which is accommodated in the board
member accommodating portion of the insulated housing on
the side of the second portion of the insulated housing to
which the fixable portion of each of the second contacts is
fixed and further causes the locking portion provided on the
resilient arm portion thereof to engage with the other of the
first and second surface portions of the reinforcing board
member for locking the reinforcing board member in the
board member accommodating portion of the insulated hous-
ing on the side of the first portion of the insulated housing to
which the fixable portion of each of the first contacts is fixed,
and each of the second contacts arranged on the insulated
housing causes the contact point provided on the resilient arm
portion thereof to come into contact with the second circuit-
terminal provided on the reinforced portion of the flat circuit
member attached to the reinforcing board member which is
accommodated in the board member accommodating portion
of the insulated housing on the side of the first portion of the
insulated housing and further causes the locking portion pro-
vided on the resilient arm portion thereof to engage with the
other of the first and second surface portions of the reinforc-
ing board member for locking the reinforcing board member
in the board member accommodating portion of the insulated
housing on the side of the second portion of the insulated
housing.

In such a manner as mentioned above, the contact point
provided on the resilient arm portion of each of the first and
second contacts which are arranged one after the other with
the board connecting portions connected respectively with
the first circuit-terminals provided on the main circuit board,
is caused to come into contact with the second circuit-termi-
nal provided on the flat circuit member and thereby the sec-
ond circuit-terminals provided on the flat circuit member are
electrically connected respectively with the first circuit-ter-
minals provided on the main circuit board through the resil-
ient contacts provided in the electrical connector. In that case,
the contact point provided on the resilient arm portion of each
of'the first contacts is operative to inflict a resilient press-force
upon the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member
attached to the reinforcing board member through the second
circuit-terminal provided thereon to push the same toward
one of the first and second surface portions of the reinforcing
board member on the side of the second portion of the insu-
lated housing and the locking portion provided on the resilient
arm portion of each of' the first contacts is operative to engage
with the other of the first and second surface portions of the
reinforcing board member for locking the reinforcing board
member on the side of the first portion of the insulated hous-
ing. Further, the contact point provided on the resilient arm
portion of each of the second contacts is operative to inflict a
resilient press-force upon the reinforced portion of the flat
circuit member attached to the reinforcing board member
through the second circuit-terminal provided thereon to push
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the same toward one of the first and second surface portions of
the reinforcing board member on the side of the first portion
of the insulated housing and the locking portion provided on
the resilient arm portion of each of the second contacts is
operative to engage with the other of the first and second
surface portions of the reinforcing board member for locking
the reinforcing board member on the side of the second por-
tion of the insulated housing.

Consequently, under the condition wherein the first and
second portions of the insulated housing are opposite to each
other with the board member accommodating portion of the
insulated housing provided between the first and second por-
tions, on the side of the second portion of the insulated hous-
ing, the resilient press-force inflicted upon the flat circuit
member by the contact point of each of the first contacts is
received through the reinforced portion of the flat circuit
member and the reinforcing board member by the locking
portion of each of the second contact, and on the side of the
first portion of the insulated housing, the resilient press-force
inflicted upon the flat circuit member by the contact point of
each of the second contacts is received through the reinforced
portion of the flat circuit member and the reinforcing board
member by the locking portion of each of the first contact.

With the circuit-terminal connecting device according to
the present invention, when the reinforcing board member to
which the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member is
attached is accommodated in the board member accommo-
dating portion of the insulated housing, since the resilient
press-force inflicted upon the flat circuit member by the con-
tact point of each of the first contacts is received by the
locking portion of each of the second contacts and the resil-
ient press-force inflicted upon the flat circuit member by the
contact point of each of the second contacts is received by the
locking portion of each of the first contacts in such a manner
as described above, the insulated housing of the electrical
connector can be prevented from being caused to curve with
a reactive force brought about to act on the insulated housing
by the resilient press-force caused to act on the flat circuit
member by the first and second contacts constituting the
resilient contacts even if the insulated housing is made to be
relatively thin so as to reduce the thickness of the electrical
connector and thereby the stiffness of the insulated housing is
also reduced undesirably. As a result, the circuit-terminal
connecting device according to the present invention is able to
avoid such a disadvantage that an undesirable stress is
inflicted on soldering portions on the main circuit board at
which the first and second contacts arranged on the insulated
housing of the electrical connector are soldered respectively
to the circuit-terminals provided on the main circuit board so
that undesirable cracks are brought about on the soldering
portions.

The above, and other objects, features and advantages of
the present invention will become apparent from the follow-
ing detailed description taken in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1is a schematic perspective view showing an embodi-
ment of circuit-terminal connecting device which comprises
an electrical connector having an insulated housing mounted
on a main circuit board and a flat circuit member having a
reinforced portion thereof attached to a reinforcing board
member;
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FIG. 2 is a schematic plan view showing the electrical
connector shown in FIG. 1 which has the insulated housing
mounted on the main circuit board;

FIG. 3 is a schematic side view showing the electrical
connector shown in FIG. 1 which has the insulated housing
mounted on the main circuit board;

FIG. 4 is a schematic perspective view showing a first
contact provided in the electrical connector shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a schematic perspective view showing a second
contact provided in the electrical connector shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a schematic cross-sectional view taken along line
VI-VIin FIG. 3;

FIG. 7 is a schematic cross-sectional view taken along line
VII-VII in FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 is a schematic perspective view showing the elec-
trical connector shown in FIG. 1 and the reinforcing board
member to which the reinforced portion of the flat circuit
member is attached as shown in FIG. 1 and which is put in
engagement with the electrical connector;

FIG. 9 is a schematic plan view showing the electrical
connector shown in FIG. 1 and the reinforcing board member
to which the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member is
attached as shown in FIG. 1 and which is put in engagement
with the electrical connector;

FIG. 10 is a schematic side view showing the electrical
connector shown in FIG. 1 and the reinforcing board member
to which the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member is
attached as shown in FIG. 1 and which is put in engagement
with the electrical connector;

FIG. 11 is a schematic cross-sectional view taken along
line XI-XI in FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a schematic cross-sectional view taken along
line XII-XII in FIG. 10; and

FIG. 13 is a schematic cross-sectional view taken along
line XIII-X1II in FIG. 12.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows an electrical connector and a flat circuit
member which are main structural components of an embodi-
ment of circuit-terminal connecting device according to the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, a circuit-terminal connecting device
10, which constitutes the embodiment of circuit-terminal
connecting device according to the present invention, com-
prises an electrical connector 12 provided on a main circuit
board 11 and a flat circuit member 15, such as an FPC shaped
into a strip, having a reinforced portion 14 thereof (shown in
FIGS. 11 and 12 explained later) attached to a reinforcing
board member 13 configured to be rectangular for engaging
with the electrical connector 12. The electrical connector 12
has an insulated housing 16 mounted on the main circuit
board 11 and a plurality of resilient contacts including first
contacts 17 and second contacts 18 arranged one after the
other on the insulated housing 16, as shown also in FIGS. 2
and 3 in each of which the electrical connector 12 is shown.
The insulated housing 16 is provided with a board member
accommodating portion 19 shaped into a rectangular hole for
accommodating the reinforcing board member 13 accompa-
nied with the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member
15. The board member accommodating portion 19 has an
opening portion opened into a direction perpendicular to a
surface of the main circuit board 11 on which the insulated
housing 16 is fixed.

The reinforcing board member 13 accompanied with the
reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 has first
and second surface portions 20 and 21 opposite to each other
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and the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 is
attached to the second surface portion 21 of the reinforcing
board member 13 so as to be buried in the second surface
portion 21. A plurality of circuit-terminals 23 (shown in
FIGS. 11 and 12 explained later) are provided on a surface of
the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15, which
is operative to face a bottom of the board member accommo-
dating portion 19 when the reinforced portion 14 of the flat
circuit member 15 is accommodated in the board member
accommodating portion 19.

The reinforcing board member 13 accompanied with the
reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 is accom-
modated in the board member accommodating portion 19
through the opening portion of the same so as to cause the
reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 to be
opposite to the bottom of the board member accommodating
portion 19. A tape-handle 13A is attached to the reinforcing
board member 13 to be used for pulling the reinforcing board
member 13 accommodated in the board member accommo-
dating portion 19 out of the board member accommodating
portion 19.

As shown in FIG. 4, each of'the first contacts 17 is made of
resilient metallic plate subjected to punching and bending
process to have a fixable portion 25 provided to be fixed to the
insulated housing 16, a board connecting portion 26 extend-
ing from the fixable portion 25 to be connected to a circuit-
terminal 41 (shown in FIGS. 6, 7, 11 and 12 explained later)
provided on the main circuit board 11 and a resilient arm
portion 27 extending from the fixable portion 25 in a direction
opposite to the board connecting portion 26. The resilient arm
portion 27 is provided at its top end portion with a contact
point 28 for coming into press-contact with the circuit-termi-
nal 23 on the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member
15 and further provided in the vicinity of the fixable portion
25 with a locking portion 29 for engaging with the first sur-
face portion 20 of the reinforcing board member 13 to lock the
reinforcing board member 13.

Similarly, as shown in FIG. 5, each of the second contacts
18 is made of resilient metallic plate subjected to punching
and bending process to have a fixable portion 30 provided to
be fixed to the insulated housing 16, a board connecting
portion 31 extending from the fixable portion 30 to be con-
nected with the circuit-terminal 41 on the main circuit board
11 and a resilient arm portion 32 extending from the fixable
portion 30 in a direction opposite to the board connecting
portion 31. The resilient arm portion 32 is provided at its top
end portion with a contact point 33 for coming into press-
contact with the circuit-terminal 23 on the reinforced portion
14 of the flat circuit member 15 and further provided in the
vicinity of the fixable portion 30 with a locking portion 34 for
engaging with the first surface portion 20 of the reinforcing
board member 13 to lock the reinforcing board member 13.

The insulated housing 16 has a pair of portions 35 and 36
each elongating in a direction along which the first and second
contacts 17 and 18 are arranged one after the other to be
opposite to each other with the board member accommodat-
ing portion 19 between the portions 35 and 36. The fixable
portion 25 of each of the first contacts 17 is fixed to the portion
35 of the insulated housing 16 and the resilient arm portion 27
of each of the first contacts 17 extends from the fixable por-
tion 25 fixed to the portion 35 of the insulated housing 16
toward the portion 36 of the insulated housing 16 to get under
the board member accommodating portion 19 and the fixable
portion 30 of each of the second contacts 18 is fixed to the
portion 36 of the insulated housing 16 and the resilient arm
portion 32 of each of the second contacts 18 extends from the
fixable portion 30 fixed to the portion 36 of the insulated
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housing 16 toward the portion 35 of the insulated housing 16
to get under the board member accommodating portion 19.
Accordingly, the resilient arm portion 27 extending from the
fixable portion 25 of each of the first contacts 17 and the
resilient arm portion 32 extending from the fixable portion 30
of each of the second contacts 18 elongate respectively in
directions opposite to each other.

The resilient arm portion 27 of each of the first contacts 17
is put in one of slits 37 formed to be arranged on the bottom
of'the board member accommodating portion 19 provided on
the insulated housing 16 so as to cause the contact point 28
provided thereon to enter into the board member accommo-
dating portion 19 and the resilient arm portion 32 of each of
the second contacts 18 is put in another of the slits 37 so as to
cause the contact point 33 provided thereon to enter into the
board member accommodating portion 19. The locking por-
tion 29 provided on the resilient arm portion 27 of each of the
first contacts 17 is put in one of slits 39 formed to be arranged
on the portion 35 of the insulated housing 16 and the locking
portion 34 provided on the resilient arm portion 32 of the
second contact 18 is put in one of slits 38 formed to be
arranged on the portion 36 of the insulated housing 16.

As shown in FIG. 6 showing a cross-section taken along
line VI-VI in FIG. 3, in the board member accommodating
portion 19 provided on the insulated housing 16, the contact
point 28 provided on the resilient arm portion 27 of each of the
first contacts 17 is positioned in the vicinity of the portion 36
of' the insulated housing 16 to which the fixable portion 30 of
each ofthe second contacts 18 is fixed and the locking portion
29 provided on the resilient arm portion 27 of each of the first
contacts 17 is positioned in the vicinity of the portion 35 of the
insulated housing 16 to which the fixable portion 25 of each of
the first contacts 17 is fixed. Further, as shown in FIG. 7
showing a cross-section taken along line VII-VII in FIG. 3, in
the board member accommodating portion 19 provided on
the insulated housing 16, the contact point 33 provided on the
resilient arm portion 32 of each of the second contacts 18 is
positioned in the vicinity of the portion 35 of the insulated
housing 16 to which the fixable portion 25 of each of the first
contacts 17 is fixed and the locking portion 34 provided on the
resilient arm portion 32 of each of the second contacts 18 is
positioned in the vicinity of the portion 36 of the insulated
housing 16 to which the fixable portion 30 of each of the
second contacts 18 is fixed.

When the flat circuit member 15 having the reinforced
portion 14 thereof attached to the reinforcing board member
13 is put in engagement with the electrical connector 12
having the insulated housing 16 mounted on the main circuit
board 11, the reinforcing board member 13 accompanied with
the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 is
accommodated in the board member accommodating portion
19 provided on the insulated housing 16 of the electrical
connector 12 through the opening portion of the same so as to
cause the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15
to be opposite to the bottom of the board member accommo-
dating portion 19. Thereby, the electrical connector 12 pro-
vided on the main circuit board 11 and the flat circuit member
15 having the reinforced portion 14 thereof attached to the
reinforcing board member 13 are put in a condition shown in
each of FIGS. 8 (a perspective view), 9 (a plan view) and 10
(a side view).

As shown in each of FIGS. 8 to 10, when the flat circuit
member 15 is accommodated in the board member accom-
modating portion 19 provided on the insulated housing 16, a
portion of the flat circuit member 15 having the reinforced
portion 14 thereof attached to the reinforcing board member
13 projects to the outside of the insulated housing 16 through
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a cutout 40 formed on the insulated housing 16. The tape-
handle 13A attached to the reinforcing board member 13 is
positioned on the insulated housing 16 to project above.

Under a condition wherein the reinforcing board member
13 accompanied with the reinforced portion 14 of the flat
circuit member 15 is accommodated in the board member
accommodating portion 19 provided on the insulated housing
16 of the electrical connector 12 in such a manner as men-
tioned above, as shown in FIG. 11 showing a cross-section
taken along line XI-XIin FIG. 10, each of the first contacts 17
arranged on the insulated housing 16 with the board connect-
ing portion 26 connected to the circuit-terminal 41 on the
main circuit board 11 is operative to cause the contact point 28
provided on the resilient arm portion 27 and positioned in the
vicinity of the portion 36 of the insulated housing 16 to come
into press-contact with the circuit-terminal 23 on the rein-
forced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 and further to
cause the locking portion 29 provided on the resilient arm
portion 27 and positioned in the vicinity of the portion 35 of
the insulated housing 16 to engage with the first surface
portion 20 of the reinforcing board member 13 for locking the
reinforcing board member 13 in the board member accom-
modating portion 19 provided on the insulated housing 16.

Similarly, as shown in FIG. 12 showing a cross-section
taken along line XII-XII in FIG. 10, each of the second
contacts 18 arranged on the insulated housing 16 with the
board connecting portion 31 thereof connected to the circuit-
terminal 41 on the main circuit board 11 is operative to cause
the contact point 33 provided on the resilient arm portion 32
and positioned in the vicinity of the portion 35 of the insulated
housing 16 to come into press-contact with the circuit-termi-
nal 23 on the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member
15 and further to cause the locking portion 34 provided on the
resilient arm portion 32 and positioned in the vicinity of the
portion 36 of the insulated housing 16 to engage with the first
surface portion 20 of the reinforcing board member 13 for
locking the reinforcing board member 13 in the board mem-
ber accommodating portion 19 provided on the insulated
housing 16.

With the contact point 28 provided on the resilient arm
portion 27 of each of the first contacts 17 each having the
board connecting portion 26 connected to the circuit-terminal
41 on the main circuit board 11 so as to be caused to come into
press-contact with the circuit-terminal 23 on the reinforced
portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 and the contact point
33 provided on the resilient arm portion 32 of each of the
second contacts 18 each having the board connecting portion
31 connected to the circuit-terminal 41 on the main circuit
board 11 so as to be caused to come into press-contact with
the circuit-terminal 23 on the reinforced portion 14 of the flat
circuit member 15, the circuit-terminals 23 on the reinforced
portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 are electrically con-
nected to the circuit-terminals 41 on the main circuit board 11
through the first contacts 17 and the second contacts 18.

In that case, the contact point 28 provided on the resilient
arm portion 27 of each of the first contacts 17 is operative to
inflict a resilient press-force upon the reinforced portion 14 of
the flat circuit member 15 attached to the reinforcing board
member 13 through the circuit-terminal 23 provided on the
reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 to push the
reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 toward the
first surface portion 20 of the reinforcing board member 13 on
the side of the portion 36 of the insulated housing 16 and the
locking portion 29 provided on the resilient arm portion 27 of
each of the first contacts 17 is operative to engage with the
first surface portion 20 of the reinforcing board member 13
for locking the reinforcing board member 13 on the side of the
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portion 35 of the insulated housing 16. Further, the contact
point 33 provided on the resilient arm portion 32 of each of the
second contacts 18 is operative to inflict a resilient press-force
upon the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15
attached to the reinforcing board member 13 through the
circuit-terminal 23 provided on the reinforced portion 14 of
the flat circuit member 15 to push the reinforced portion 14 of
the flat circuit member 15 toward the first surface portion 20
of'the reinforcing board member 13 on the side of the portion
35 of the insulated housing 16 and the locking portion 34
provided on the resilient arm portion 32 of each of the second
contacts 18 is operative to engage with the first surface por-
tion 20 of the reinforcing board member 13 for locking the
reinforcing board member 13 on the side of the portion 36 of
the insulated housing 16.

Consequently, as shown in FIG. 13 showing a cross-section
taken along line XIII-XIII in FIG. 12, under the condition
wherein the portions 35 and 36 ofthe insulated housing 16 are
opposite to each other with the board member accommodat-
ing portion 19 of the insulated housing 16 provided between
the portions 35 and 36, on the side of the portion 36 of the
insulated housing 16, the resilient press-force inflicted upon
the flat circuit member 15 by the contact point 28 of each of
the first contacts 17 is received through the reinforced portion
14 of the flat circuit member 15 and the reinforcing board
member 13 by the locking portion 34 of each of the second
contacts 18, and on the side of the portion 35 of the insulated
housing 16, the resilient press-force inflicted upon the flat
circuit member 15 by the contact point 33 of each of the
second contacts 18 is received through the reinforced portion
14 of the flat circuit member 15 and the reinforcing board
member 13 by the locking portion 29 of each of the first
contacts 17.

Further, since the first contacts 17 and the second contacts
18 are arranged one after the other on the insulated housing 16
of the electrical connector 12, a first linear arrangement of
contact-portions, at each of which the contact point 28 pro-
vided on the first contact 17 comes into press-contact with the
circuit-terminal 23 on the reinforced portion 14 of the flat
circuit member 15, and a second linear arrangement of con-
tact-portions, at each of which the contact point 33 provided
on the second contact 18 comes into press-contact with the
circuit-terminal 23 on the reinforced portion 14 of the flat
circuit member 15, are formed to be parallel with each other.
The first linear arrangement of contact-portions is made in the
vicinity of the portion 36 of the insulated housing 16 to which
the fixable portion 30 of each of the second contacts 18 is
fixed and the second linear arrangement of contact-portions is
made in the vicinity of the portion 35 of the insulated housing
16 to which the fixable portion 25 of each of the first contacts
17 is fixed.

Similarly, a third linear arrangement of engagement-por-
tions, at each of which the locking portion 29 provided on the
first contact 17 engages with the first surface portion 20 of the
reinforcing board member 13 to lock the reinforcing board
member 13, and a fourth linear arrangement of engagement-
portions, at each of which the locking portion 34 provided on
the second contact 18 engages with the first surface portion 20
of the reinforcing board member 13 to lock the reinforcing
board member 13, are formed to be parallel with each other.
The third linear arrangement of engagement-portions is made
in the vicinity of the portion 35 of the insulated housing 16 to
which the fixable portion 25 of each of the first contacts 17 is
fixed and the second linear arrangement of engagement-por-
tions is made in the vicinity of the portion 36 of the insulated
housing 16 to which the fixable portion 30 of each of the
second contacts 18 is fixed.
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In the circuit-terminal connecting device 10 thus consti-
tuted in accordance with the present invention, when the
reinforcing board member 13 accompanied with the rein-
forced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15 is accommo-
dated in the board member accommodating portion 19 pro-
vided on the insulated housing 16 of the electrical connector
12, the contact point 28 provided on the resilient arm portion
27 of each of the first contacts 17 arranged on the insulated
housing 16 of the electrical connector 12 comes into press-
contact with the circuit-terminal 23 on the reinforced portion
14 of the flat circuit member 15 and the contact point 33
provided on the resilient arm portion 32 of each of the second
contacts 18 arranged also on the insulated housing 16 comes
into press-contact with the circuit-terminal 23 on the rein-
forced portion 14 of the flat circuit member 15, so that the
circuit-terminals 23 on the reinforced portion 14 of the flat
circuit member 15 are electrically connected to the circuit-
terminals 41 on the main circuit board 11 through the first
contacts 17 and the second contacts 18.

In that case, under the condition wherein the portions 35
and 36 of the insulated housing 16 are opposite to each other
with the board member accommodating portion 19 of the
insulated housing 16 provided between the portions 35 and
36, on the side of the portion 36 of the insulated housing 16,
the resilient press-force inflicted upon the flat circuit member
15 by the contact point 28 of each of the first contacts 17 is
received through the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit
member 15 and the reinforcing board member 13 by the
locking portion 34 of each of the second contacts 18, and on
the side of the portion 35 of the insulated housing 16, the
resilient press-force inflicted upon the flat circuit member 15
by the contact point 33 of each of the second contacts 18 is
received through the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit
member 15 and the reinforcing board member 13 by the
locking portion 29 of each of the first contacts 17.

Consequently, with the circuit-terminal connecting device
10, since the resilient press-force inflicted upon the flat circuit
member 15 by the contact point 28 of each of the first contacts
17 is received by the locking portion 34 of each of the second
contacts 18 and the resilient press-force inflicted upon the flat
circuit member 15 by the contact point 33 of each of the
second contacts 18 is received by the locking portion 29 of
each of the first contacts 17 when the reinforcing board mem-
ber 13 to which the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit
member 15 is attached is accommodated in the board member
accommodating portion 19 provided on the insulated housing
16 of the electrical connector 12, the insulated housing 16 of
the electrical connector 12 can be prevented from being
caused to curve with a reactive force brought about to act on
the insulated housing 16 by the resilient press-force caused to
act on the flat circuit member 15 by the first and second
contacts 17 and 18 constituting the resilient contacts even if
the insulated housing 16 is made to be relatively thin so as to
reduce the thickness of the electrical connector 12 and
thereby the stiffness of the insulated housing 16 is also
reduced undesirably. As a result, the circuit-terminal connect-
ing device 10 is able to avoid such a disadvantage that an
undesirable stress is inflicted on soldering portions on the
main circuit board 11 at which the first and second contacts 17
and 18 arranged on the insulated housing 16 of the electrical
connector 12 are soldered respectively to the circuit-terminals
41 on the main circuit board 11 so that undesirable cracks are
brought about on the soldering portions.

Further, in the circuit-terminal connecting device 10, the
first contacts 17 and the second contacts 18 are arranged one
after the other on the insulated housing 16 of the electrical
connector 12, so that the first linear arrangement of contact-
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portions, at each of which the contact point 28 provided onthe
first contact 17 comes into press-contact with the circuit-
terminal 23 on the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit
member 15 and the second linear arrangement of contact-
portions, at each of which the contact point 33 provided onthe
second contact 18 comes into press-contact with the circuit-
terminal 23 on the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit
member 15, are formed to be parallel with each other. The first
linear arrangement of contact-portions is made in the vicinity
of the portion 36 of the insulated housing 16 to which the
fixable portion 30 of each of the second contacts 18 is fixed
and the second linear arrangement of contact-portions is
made in the vicinity of the portion 35 of the insulated housing
16 to which the fixable portion 25 of each of the first contacts
17 is fixed. Consequently, the resilient press-force inflicted
upon the flat circuit member 15 by the contact point 28 of each
of the first contacts 17 and the resilient press-force inflicted
upon the flat circuit member 15 by the contact point 33 of each
of the second contacts 18 are well balanced to be dispersed
within the reinforcing board member 13 accommodated,
together with the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit
member 15, in the board member accommodating portion 19
provided on the insulated housing 16 of the electrical connec-
tor 12, so that the reinforcing board member 13 is prevented
from receiving an undesirable deflected press-force.

Incidentally, when the reinforcing board member 13
accompanied with the reinforced portion 14 of the flat circuit
member 15 and accommodated in the board member accom-
modating portion 19 provided on the insulated housing 16 of
the electrical connector 12 is required to get out of the board
member accommodating portion 19, the tape-handle 13A
attached to the flat circuit member 15 is pulled up to leave
from the insulated housing 16, so that the flat circuit member
15 is drawn out of the board member accommodating portion
19.

The invention claimed is:

1. A circuit-terminal connecting device comprising;

an electrical connector having an insulated housing
mounted on a main circuit board and a plurality of resil-
ient contacts arranged on the insulated housing, each of
said resilient contacts having a board connecting portion
provided to be connected respectively to a plurality of
first circuit-terminals provided on the main circuit
board, and

a flat circuit member having a reinforced portion attached
to one of first and second surface portions opposite to
each other of a reinforcing board member, said reinforc-
ing board member being operative to engage with the
insulated housing of the electrical connector and pro-
vided thereon a plurality of second circuit-terminals,

wherein the resilient contacts include first and second con-
tacts arranged one after the other and each of the firstand
second contacts has, in addition to the board connecting
portion, a fixable portion provided to be fixed to the
insulated housing and a resilient arm portion extending
from the fixable portion to get under a board member
accommodating portion provided on the insulated hous-
ing,

wherein the resilient arm portion of each of the first and
second contacts is provided with a contact point for
coming into press-contact with the second circuit-termi-
nal provided on the reinforced portion of the flat circuit
member so as to cause the second circuit-terminals to be
electrically connected respectively with the first circuit-
terminals provided on the main circuit board through the
first and second contacts and a locking portion for
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engaging with the other of the first and second surface
portions of the reinforcing board member to lock the
reinforcing board member,

wherein the insulated housing of the electrical connector is

provided thereon with the board member accommodat-
ing portion for accommodating the reinforcing board
member accompanied with the reinforced portion of the
flat circuit member,

wherein a first portion of the insulated housing to which the

fixable portion of each of the first contacts is fixed and a
second portion of the insulated housing to which the
fixable portion of each of the second contacts is fixed are
provided to be opposite to each other with the board
member accommodating portion of the insulated hous-
ing provided between the first and second portions, and

wherein the contact point provided on the resilient arm

portion extending from the fixable portion of each of the
first contacts and the locking portion provided on the
resilient arm portion extending from the fixable portion
of'each of the second contacts are placed on the side of
the second portion of the insulated housing, and the
contact point provided on the resilient arm portion
extending from the fixable portion of each of the second
contacts and the locking portion provided on the resil-
ient arm portion extending from the fixable portion of

16

each of the first contacts are placed on the side of the first
portion of the insulated housing.

2. A circuit-terminal connecting device according to claim
1, wherein the board member accommodating portion has an
opening portion opened into a direction perpendicular to a
surface of the main circuit board on which the insulated
housing is fixed and the reinforcing board member accompa-
nied with the reinforced portion of the flat circuit member is
accommodated in the board member accommodating portion
through the opening portion of the board member accommo-
dating portion.

3. A circuit-terminal connecting device according to claim
1, wherein the board member accommodating portion of the
insulated housing is provided with a plurality of slits, in each
of which the resilient arm portion of the first contact is put.

4. A circuit-terminal connecting device according to claim
1, wherein the first portion of the insulated housing is pro-
vided with a plurality of first slits, in each of which the locking
portion provided on the resilient arm portion extending from
the fixable portion of the first contacts is put, and the second
portion ofthe insulated housing is provided with a plurality of
second slits, in each of which the locking portion provided on
the resilient arm portion extending from the fixable portion of
the second contacts is put.
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